




SUSANNA LEINONEN COMPANY

Susanna Leinonen Company’s choreographies comprise a series of such a 

consistently high standard that the company is deservedly at the forefront 

of contemporary dance. A feeling of ease is born of the polished works and 

ambitious choreographies, and the unprecedented sound world gives the 

audience the chance to experience the works in an unrestrained way.  Leinonen 

collaborates with composers and top video, set and dress designers to create 

original and breathtaking performances.

Susanna Leinonen Company produces a new work every year. The current 

repertoire consists of Trickle, Green Oak, Chinese Objects, Kaira, Grain, And the 

Line Begins to Blur and Blinded mind. The new work ”Touch of Gravity” has its 

premiere in August 2014.

Susanna Leinonen Company was formed in 2001. The company is financially 

supported by the Finnish Ministry of Education and Culture from 2008. Susanna 

Leinonen Company has been appointed as one of the Key Projects in Finnish 

Cultural Exports.

“A premiere from Susanna Leinonen is always an Event. 

Her dream team always serve up a genuine whole 

artwork. The movement itself is pure Leinonen.” 

	 	 	 	 																									Helsingin	Sanomat
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SUSANNA LEINONEN

Susanna Leinonen is one of the most internationally acclaimed 

Finnish choreographers. She graduated from the Theatre Academy 

Helsinki’s Department of Dance with a master’s degree in 2000. 

Four years later she received the Finland prize and the Dance 

Work of the Year award. In 2010 Susanna Leinonen was nominated 

for the Benois de la Dance prize and in 2012 Susanna Leinonen 

received Helsinki Cultural Prize .

Leinonen’s works have toured in 20 countries in several festivals 

and venues such as Julidans, The Place and Dance Biennale Tokyo. 

She has also created commissioned works for major companies 

such as the Royal Swedish Ballet, the Finnish National Ballet, 

Danish Dance Theatre, Nürnberg Ballet and Skånes Dansteater.

“Susanna Leinonen is a master of creating a powerful and very unique expression 

through her movement language. Her compactly packaged, sensual and physical 

movement language also demands a lot from her dancers. A lot of thought is invested 

in the costumes and lightning design which gives the visual world a highly polished 

touch, and the original choice of music only adds to the aesthetic pleasure.”

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																																Finland	Award	2004
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KAIRA

In Kaira, Leinonen breaks away from her former trademark, the 

meticulously stylised movement language. The core idea of Kaira 

is transposition: from complex to simplicity. The movement 

language reveals the spiral of an auger drill, rotation and 

eruption. The piece drills into relationships between people by 

means of dynamics and pure movement.

Choreography Susanna Leinonen

Music Kasperi Laine

Costumes Erika Turunen

Lighting	design Mikki Kunttu 

Dancers	6 dancers (4 female and 2 male)

Duration 45 min

Premiere 15.6.2006 Kuopio, Finland.  
Premiere for renewed version 21.11.2013, Stoa Helsinki

“Kaira succeeds to keep the audience thrilled by almost hypnotic way despite 

effective alienating elements. Susanna Leinonen’s choreography is stripped 

from all unnecessary. It is profoundly and to the very last move thoroughly 

thought. If ever the other choreographers would learn wrapping up the 

artistic vision and movement language like Susanna Leinonen does.”   

	 	 	 	 								 														Helsingin	Sanomat P
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Trickle, Green Oak  is a work for four dancers, a strangely austere 

view of a mystical world. The movement language stems from the 

conflict between the strength of the body and its vulnerability.

Originally Trickle, Green Oak was created for the Finnish National 

Ballet and since 2009 it has been part of Susanna Leinonen 

Company’s repertoire.
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CHINESE OBJECTS

Chinese Objects dives into the world of the subconscious 

mind through physical movement enhanced by an 

original score of digitally manipulated industrial music 

and captivating light design. Chinese Objects was 

commissioned by the Royal Swedish Ballet in 2005 and it 

has also been performed by Danish Dance Theatre.

Choreography Susanna Leinonen

Music Kasperi Laine

Costumes Erika Turunen

Lighting	design Hanna Käyhkö 

Dancers	in	production 2

Duration 17 min

Premiere 15.9.2005 in Dansens Hus Stockholm
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BLINDED MIND

Blinded Mind is a dance work that plays with contrasts 

and oppositions. Its powerful visual elements and  

soundworld tells the story of one individual’s bravery 

in swimming against the stream and the unavoidable 

consequences that follow. Dreamlike sensitivity is 

combined with stark reality. 

Choreography Susanna Leinonen

Music Kasperi Laine

Costumes Erika Turunen

Lighting	design Marianne Lagus

Visuality	and	video Susanna Leinonen, Marianne Lagus, Jouka Valkama

Dancers	in	production 6

Duration 60 min

Premiere 1.4.2011 in Media Centre Lume, Helsinki
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And the line begins to blur is a new version of Leinonen’s work 

fragile I entity, which was commissioned by Skånes Dansteater 

in 2008. And the line begins to blur deals with the interfaces of 

humanity observing tensions between the individual and the 

group. The visual characteristics of the piece refer to both the past 

and the future, creating a powerful and surreal world where brutal 

beauty meets the dark outlook on life.
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GRAIN

Susanna Leinonen’s solo work Grain springs from the 

border zone that lies between reality and dreams. It 

was inspired by personal experiences and explores the 

contradictory spectrum of dreams and fears. Reality is 

mixed with fantasy, creating a situation in which deep 

emotions can be investigated. An impressive visual world 

and movement that has been polished to the last detail 

form an associative and holistic experience. 

Choreography Susanna Leinonen

Music Kasperi Laine

Costumes Erika Turunen

Lighting	design Marianne Lagus

Visuality	and	video Marianne Lagus, Jouka Valkama, Susanna Leinonen

Dancers	in	production 1

Duration 30 min

Premiere 30.5.2008 in Stoa the Cultural Centre of Eastern Helsinki
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Curled-up body, forward-pushing head, rounded 

back and powerful stretches. Small details 

and big bursts of energy or minimalist, tightly-

packed movement – or none of the above? Something 

completely different? What? A properly warmed-up body, 

wonderful music or then completely quiet, with only 

the rhythm of one’s own breathing. Sweat runs. The 

movement flows from head to foot, the chest pushes 

open, a hand strikes inside the rib-cage, exhale and crash 

to the floor, turn round and round. It feels good. ’’

Susanna	Leinonen

‘‘





Contact	information:

Susanna	Leinonen	Company

www.susannaleinonen.com

info@susannaleinonen.com

artistic director		Susanna	Leinonen

+358	50	526	2737

susanna@choreographer.fi

managing director	Timo	Parkkonen

+358	45	1380	336

timo@susannaleinonen.com


